
Mrs. Wendel’s Class Expectations 

for 8th Grade English 
 
It is the responsibility of each student to . . . 
 

1. Be in class, seated, and ready to begin work when 
the bell rings. 

 
2. Bring all necessary materials to class. 

 
3. Put forth your best effort.  Complete all activities on time and take responsibility 

for completing activities missed during absences.  Go to Mrs. Wendel’s 
classroom website linked to the Lancaster Middle School homepage when 
absent.  The homework will be linked to the “Calendar” on her website.  

 
4. Behave in a manner that neither disrupts the instructor’s efforts to teach nor 

interferes with fellow students’ right to learn. 
 

5. Treat your fellow classmates, your teachers, and other staff members with 
respect and consideration. 

 
Please bring the following materials with you to every class: 

 

 marbled composition notebook 

 1.5-2 inch binder with current class handouts 

 loose leaf paper 

 5 binder dividers labeled:  Classroom Readings/  Notes  / 
                 Writing Assignments  /  Graded Work  / 
    Brainstorming  & Lined Paper 

 blue or black ink pen 

 a red pen 

 daily agenda 

 the book assigned to you 
 
Other materials such as sticky notes, index cards, old magazines and posterboard may 
be requested for projects and activities during the school year.  Advance notice will be 
given on days these materials are needed. 
 

“Nothing great was ever achieved without great enthusiasm.” Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 



 
Books that we plan on reading this year include (but are not limited to) . . . 
Everyday Heroes by Beth Johnson  Quicksilver by Stephanie Spinner 
The Pigman by Paul Zindel   The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt 
Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gratz  Girl Stolen by April Henry 
The Diary of Anne Frank dramatized by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett  
 
We will also be reading an assortment of short stories, myths, speeches, memoirs, newspaper articles, 
poems, websites, and other texts.   

 
Student work will either be handwritten in ink or word processed upon Mrs. Wendel’s request.  
Please remember that all written work must be submitted with the following heading: 
 

       Name of Assignment     Student Name 
       Date        Period # 
 
Word processed/typed papers are always welcome.  However, be sure to DOUBLE SPACE 
whenever word processing/typing assignments to allow for teacher feedback.  

 
All student work must be handed in on time.  If a student is sick, he or she has 48 
hours (2 days) to make up the work missed without late penalty (unless other 
arrangements have been made between Mrs. Wendel and the student who has been 
out sick).  Unexcused late assignments will be penalized (up to 10 points a day) for 
each school day they are late.   
************************************************************************************************* 
We ________________________ (student’s name) and ________________________ (parent’s name)  
have read and understand the requirements and procedures for this ELA class, and we agree to 
support and follow these guidelines.  
 
Date:__________     
Student Signature:____________________________      Parent  Signature:__________________________ 

Other Important Guidelines to Follow 

1. When you enter ELA class, please take your seat and begin your start up work immediately.  

Completing your start up work in your composition notebook is essential to success in our 

classroom.  This work WILL be graded periodically!  Mrs. Wendel will factor neatness, 

completeness, and effort into this notebook grade throughout the year. 

 

2. Please do not be afraid to ask a question about our classwork in ELA!  Mrs. Wendel believes 

questions are an important part of the learning process.  Please raise your hand when Mrs. 

Wendel is leading the discussion; shouting out is only OK when Mrs. Wendel has established 

the “open hand” signal (palm up/ hand moving in a circular fashion) during a brainstorming 

time.   

 

3. If you feel that another classmate is behaving in a distracting, harmful, or hurtful way, 

please speak to me PRIVATELY and AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! 

 


